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Houlin Zhao
Deputy Secretary-General,
International Telecommunication Union 

H.E. Vice President of the Republic of Ghana

Honorable Ministers, Republic of Ghana

Ladies and gentlemen,

· It is a great pleasure and an honour to be with you here in Accra today to celebrate the launch of the Glo 1 Submarine Cable.
· I would like to start by congratulating Globacom on the launch of its multi-million dollar, state-of-the-art submarine cable, which now connects 14 West African countries directly to the United Kingdom, with a dedicated extension to the United States of America.

· The cable will drive tremendous improvements in connectivity, and especially Internet connectivity, and it will certainly help bring down the costs of communications.
· It will also enable a whole host of new and valuable services in Ghana and across West Africa, including telemedicine, distance learning, video-conferencing and the creation of virtual private networks.

· And it will create foreign investment and employment opportunities not just here, but in Africa as a whole.

· At ITU we are greatly appreciative of the active contribution of the Ghanaian Administration, and the personal efforts of the Ghanaian Minister of Communications, His Excellency Haruna Iddrisu, to support our work and mandate – indeed, as many of you will be aware, the Minister was the Chairman of the 2009 Session of ITU Council.

· Minister Iddrisu is also one of the Commissioners on the United Nations Commission on Information and Accountability on Women’s and Children’s Health, which was set up by ITU and WHO in January.

· The Commission is chaired by Prime Minister Stephen Harper of Canada, and President Jakaya Kikwete of Tanzania, and co-chaired by the WHO Director-General Dr Margaret Chan and ITU’s Secretary General Dr Hamadoun Touré.

Ladies and gentlemen,
· At ITU we have a mandate to connect the world, and it is therefore very pleasing to see the progress that has been made in ICT development in all countries over the past decade – especially in mobile communications.

· Here in Africa, fewer than one in ten people are online, and only fraction of those have access to a broadband Internet connection.

· There are two things we need to do – and I am happy to say that cables such as Glo 1 will help us achieve both: we need to make broadband access much more affordable, and we need to make it much more widespread.

· Today, there are still quite extraordinary disparities between the affordability of broadband access in different countries around the world.

· Here in Ghana, some significant progress is being made, with the cost of broadband access falling from 131% of average monthly income in 2008 to 80% of monthly income in 2009 – and I am convinced that the launching of the Glo 1 submarine cable will do much to reduce costs further.
· We also need to see broadband brought to the top of the development agenda by governments – especially here in Africa, but also across the whole world, in both developed and developing countries – so that rollout is accelerated and the benefits are brought to as many people as possible.

· This is why ITU, in conjunction with UNESCO, launched the Broadband Commission for Digital Development last year – to encourage governments to implement national broadband plans and increase access to broadband applications and services.

· The Commission is co-chaired by President Paul Kagame of Rwanda and Carlos Slim, Honorary Lifetime Chairman of Grupo Carso. We also have over 50 Commissioners from the highest walks of life across the public and private sectors.

Distinguished colleagues,
· At ITU we greatly appreciate Ghana’s strategic vision in facilitating broadband connectivity. This is perhaps best demonstrated by quoting from Ghana’s policy statement made at ITU’s Plenipotentiary Conference last October in Guadalajara, Mexico:
· “There has been substantial investment in broadband infrastructure to deliver e-government services and other ICT applications in education, health, commerce etc. As a result of Ghana’s investment in broadband, the telephone service has reached 16.9 million subscriptions, which is nearly 74 per cent teledensity… There has also been a proliferation of other value-added services, such as those supporting financial transactions and mobile Internet services. Ghana is presently rolling out a national fibre-optic programme to cover all the local government districts, to support the deployment of high-speed Internet connectivity to all public offices, schools and teacher-training colleges, hospitals, libraries and lately, prisons.”

· The new management team at ITU – elected at PP-10 – will continue to work closely with Ghana and with other members from the region to promote ICT development.

Ladies and gentlemen,
· Let me close by telling you about some of ITU’s most important events happening in this busy and exciting year.

· Just next month we will be holding the WSIS Forum, which takes stock of the progress made towards meeting the goals and targets set by the World Summit on the Information Society in 2005. 
· After the summer we will be holding our annual Global Symposium for Regulators, the GSR, which is a unique opportunity to help define and shape effective policy and regulatory frameworks, and create the right balance between protecting consumers and being business-friendly. This year the main discussions will centre around broadband.
· And in October we will be organizing ITU Telecom’s 40th anniversary edition in Geneva. The event will bring together world leaders at the highest level along with top executives from many of the world’s most powerful players in the ICT sector.

· Let me therefore invite you to note the dates in your diaries and encourage you to come to Geneva and to play your part in the debates and discussions which will help shape the future of the ICT sector.
· ITU will be very honored to have the Vice President of the Republic of Ghana to join us. Therefore, on behalf of the Secretary-General of ITU, I cordially invite H.E. Vice President to join ITU Telecom World 2011.

· Indeed, this would be a good moment to encourage new members to join us and to participate in the work of ITU. We have a great deal to offer new Sector Members, Associates and now – just since the end of last year – Members from Academia, and I would invite you to come and find out more about what we can do for you, and how you can contribute.

· And let me wish you every success with the Glo 1 submarine cable – and with bringing improved and more affordable ICT access to all the peoples of West Africa – and beyond!
· All my best wishes for your success!
Thank you.


